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PASTOR’S PAGE...

July has been a month full of activity here at Friedens! The 110" anniversary celebration, annual garage sale

(which is also great outreach to our neighbors!), and meetings hosted by the council were some of the events. All
of them required significant contributions on the part of many volunteers.

| continue to be impressed by the amount of dedication and commitment shown by the core of volunteers here.
They make amazing events happen with few resources and sometimes few people. From setting up tables and
mowing the lawn, to baking Kuchen, greeting former members and new visitors alike, and sorting, selling and
cleaning up a massive amount of donations for the garage sale, these folks are vital to our ability to do ministry. |
am grateful for the time and talents that they share over and over again with our congregation and community, in
service to Christ and love of neighbor! | hope that their example of service can encourage more of us to be
involved. If you have a gift or talent to share with us that you feel isn’t being used, please let me know! I'd be
happy to help you find a way to use those gifts to further our mission and life together!

During the first half of July, members of the Congregational Council and | hosted meetings to update folks in the
congregation on the progress that the council had made researching options for Friedens’ future in light of its fi-
nancial situation. We listened to people’s questions and feedback and had good discussion in all of the gatherings.
The general consensus was that people prefer moving forward with the possibility of switching from full to part
time pastoral ministry, in order to balance the budget, rather than pursuing more drastic options. More infor-
mation about this change and detail about what it may involve will be presented at the congregational meeting on
the 13" of August. You are invited and encouraged to attend.

On the 9" of July we hosted 150 people for our 110™ anniversary celebration. Perhaps you were one of the folks
who joined us for worship, a meal and celebration that day. If so, we were glad to have you. If not, it was a
wonderful gathering full of life and energy. | enjoyed seeing the church full of worshipers and hearing the many
voices resounding in the liturgy and hymns. | wish that were more often the picture in our Sunday worship at
Friedens. The Rev. Delmar Klover, former pastor here at Friedens, gave the sermon during our festival worship,
which recalled the past successes of the congregation and pointed us toward the future that God is calling us into
together.

We also celebrated the baptism of Bryleigh Garnham; a joyous occasion of welcoming a new child into the body of
Christ. As | was reflecting on the baptismal promises and the changes ahead for the congregation, it seemed to me
helpful to keep those promises in front of us as we move ahead as a congregation. It can be hard in the midst of
change to remember that the core of what we are about as a congregation is first and foremost Christ and the
mission of God in the world. We are witnesses to the good news of God'’s love and salvation, and God’s desire for
the world to again be whole and experience shalom (peace). | invite you to also reflect on these commitments
that we make as our covenant with God in baptism, and how we might live them out even more as individuals and
a community of faith during this time of change.

Continued on page 2
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Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
live among God’s faithful people;
hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper;
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed;
serve all people following the example of Jesus; and
strive for justice and peace in all the earth?”

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pg. 236)

Remember in the midst of it all, that it is God who has formed us, called us, saved us and who binds
us together into the body of Christ. It is God’s Spirit who moves through the church bringing the gift
of faith and holy imagination, guiding our discernment and inspiring change among us. Let us be
open to that work of the Spirit as we discern together and move forward into the future as God call
us.

Church Picnic Prizes

The Social Ministry Committee is in charge of
the outdoor games and prizes for the church/
neighborhood picnic. We are asking for donations
of small prizes. For example, we can use small
toys, school supplies, books, art supplies, hair
doodads, etc. for children aged pre-school to
middle school. We also welcome monetary
donations, and we’ll do the shopping for you!
Please mark any

donations for the church
picnic. Donations are
needed by
September 1%,
Thank you!!

We continue to collect the following items to benefit our mission partners and local
service organizations.

Food for the Food Pantry (see needed items in another article in this newsletter)

Plastic bags that are made into mats for the Homeless, a project led by GracePointe
residents (Tabitha Assisted Living Community)

Teddy bears and personal care items for the People’s City Mission
Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House in Omaha

Labels for Education and Box Tops for Education for Mosaic in Axtell

Coupon Flyers for Tabitha---Residents clip these as a service project. The coupons are

given to a local Lion’s Club who send them overseas to Military families in Germany.

GOOD

A
Neighbor

All items may be left in the entryway to the sanctuary.

Thank you! Social Ministry Team

isa welcome

blessing.

Second Sunday Jazz

Join us on August 13th at 10)) am to enjoy
coffee, cookies, fellowship and jazz piano;
played by our very own Anne Melang-Thoren.
It'll be a great way to ease into your

morning! Then stick
around for meaningful
worship afterward and
re-energize for the week
ahead!

Pantry Needs...
Lutheran Food Pantry’s “wish list”

include:

Breakfast cereals

Instant oatmeal packets

Breakfast bars, Canned chicken
Canned peas, Macaroni and cheese
Jelly, Peanut butter

Fruit juice, Saltine crackers

Any shelf stable food items
Personal care items (toilet paper, shampoo,
bath/bar soap, lotion - even the sample size
items) Money donations are always
appreciated.

SEPTEMBER WoRrsHiP
2017 LeADERs

Altar Guild

Jane Cosier & Fran Zessin

Head Usher

Gary Hardt

Communion Assistant

3 — Carolyn Hogg

17 — Karen Scribner

Lectors
3 — Sue Busker
10 — Maxine Pfrimmer
17 — Kathy Holland
24 — KC Melang-Thoren
Greeters
3 — Nancy Borrell & Jane Cosier
10 — JoAnne Ninneman & Jimmy Oltmer
17 — Rempe Family
24 — Deb Marr & Neoma Jones

PRAYER CHAIN... APRPRERE
The Prayer Chain at
Friedens a vital part of the ministry we do. Caring
for others in general, but especially for those in
our church family, is what we are called to do. You
are needed. Please call Maxine Pfrimmer (402-464
-3024) and tell her you would love to be part of

the prayer chain.



https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Live
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Hear
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Proclaim
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Serve
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant/Strive

Has your Email changed? If so, please let the office know by sending an email to ...

Office@friedens.org =

AUGUST Birthdays
and Anniversaries

(01) Eunice Worster
(01) Barbara Brunken
(02) Haylee Rutt
(02) Timothy & Jan Bukoske (14 Yrs)
(03) Verlene Owens
(04) Al Scribner
(06) Christopher Young
(06) David & Jane Cosier (51 Yrs)
(08) Susan Busker
(09) Callen Hauschild
(11) Carolyn Hogg
(12) Shawn & Rachel Johanson (11 Yrs)
(15) Linda Koch
(17) Wilder & Verlene Owens (26 Yrs)
(18) Michael Selvage
(20) Joseph Towns
(20) Karen Scribner
(20) Bob & Carolyn Hogg (51 Yrs)
(22) Jan Bukoske
(23) Kathie Svoboda
(26) Jean Wheat
(26) Rich & Crystal Anderson (28 Yrs)
(27)Olivia Brown
(28) Dorothy Loos

AUGUST WorsHip

LEADERS

Altar Guild
Jodi Urban & Kathy Holland

Head Usher
Gary Hardt

Communion Assistant

13 — Fran Zessin
20 — Sue Busker

Lectors
6 — Linda Dreith
13 — Carolyn Hogg
20 — Karen Rempe
27 — Linda Dreith

Greeters
6 — James & Kris Plucknett
13 — Peggy & Steve Russell
20 — Amy Rezny & Joyce Boerger

27 — Irene Newhouse & Maria Kildau

In Our Thoughts and Prayers...Please let the church office know if there has been a birth, baptism,
marriage or death in your family that you would like to share. Let us know if someone is hospitalized or
needs our prayers. With your permission, this request will be added to the list of Prayer Concerns in the
Sunday bulletin. If you would like immediate prayers for the individual, the office will initiate the Prayer
Chain.

HIPPA regulations do not allow a hospital to notify the church if someone in our congregation is
hospitalized. Please call the church office with this information at 402-476-3888 or email at
office@friedens.org You can also call the Pastor @ (316)371-0803, in case of an emergency.

Prayers.... Megan McNamara Joyce Boerger A d
Brad Magnuson Nick Busker (grandson of Sue & Dick Busker |
Delores Kaufman Bill Kammerer (Uncle of KC Melang-Thoren) : "’-
Jane Swann Zach Miller (friend of Pastor Kate’s) e
Gary Overfiled Sending Healing Prayers

Family of Rod Magnuson

School Kits for Lutheran World Relief

It’s that time of year again.... in order to take advantage of “back to school sales” we will begin
collecting items in July. Last year we assembled 100 school kits. This year’s goal is 110 school kits in
recognition of our 110th anniversary!!

The type and number of items needed for school kits is determined by Lutheran World Relief.
Each school kit is to contain the following items:

FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 8” X 10%”; no
loose-leaf paper

FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
ONE pair of blunt scissors

ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side
and inches on the other

ONE pencil sharpener
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons
ONE 2%"” eraser

AUGUST Opportunities to Grow in Faith
Thursday morning Bible Study — 10:00 — 11:00 at Friedens (Annex)

Women of the ELCA Bible Study — 4:30 — 5:30 at Van Dorn Villa, the first Tue. of each
month A

Please drop off your donations in the container in the entryway of the
church. Thank you!!

If you have questions, ask Kathy Holland.

Watch for more information about Sunday educational opportunities.




An Open Letter To All Members of Friedens Lutheran Church:

On July 9th, 2017, we celebrated the 110 year anniversary of Friedens Lutheran Church. As a 3rd
generation member of this congregation, and with grandchildren who are 5th generation member of
Friedens, | am very interested in doing what | can to insure that Friedens Lutheran Church will be
around for generations to come. Having grown up in this church, and watching my grandson in the
Youth Choir, | would like to see all of our current members help Friedens get through this particular
point in our history. There are a lot of challenges for us, but | believe that if all of you want Friedens
Lutheran Church to continue in its ministry, it will. To do that will require help from all of you, every
member, to get Friedens through the difficulties that we are facing right now. Here are a few ideas of
how you can help:

(1) Come to Worship Service. Come regularly.

(2) Invite a friend or co-worker to come. Most people join because of personal invitation.

(3) Invite a former member back to Worship Service.

(4) If you do come regularly, call a member that you haven't seen in church for a while and invite
them to start coming again.

(5) Call an older member of Friedens that you haven't seen in church for a while and ask them if they
need a ride.

(6) Give more, if you are able to.

(7) Offer to volunteer where needed. The more volunteers we have, the more we can get done and
the easier it is for everyone.

(8) Be active in the church.

(9) Come to Worship Service. Come regularly.

There are things that we can all do, to help Friedens Lutheran Church through this time of challenge.
If you want Friedens Lutheran Church to be around for future generations, it will take your help. But
with your help, with everyone's help, Friedens Lutheran Church can make it through these challenges
and continue in ministry for generations to come. Please help.

Gary Hardt

Friedens 110" ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISING

Friedens celebrated its 110" Year Anniversary on July 9th, We had a special service that day,
followed by a lunch.

As part of our anniversary, we’re doing several things to help raise funds and to celebrate! As you
may be aware, Friedens is in the midst of financial challenges and any money we can raise will
help to meet those challenges.

We will continue these efforts for the rest of 2017.

(1) 110 Year Anniversary Commemorative items (order sheet is attached).

(2) Confirmation class pictures going back to 1907 are available to order, at just $7.50 per picture. If
you would like a picture of your confirmation class, your parents class, your grandparents’ class or
any other class photo they are available to order. Contact the church office. (see below)

(3) Donate toward our anniversary goal of retiring the debt from the 100th Year renovation loan. Pro
gress has been good. The building renovation was nearly $300,000 and 10 years later we have it
paid down to a little under $20,000. If we can get that paid off, it would eliminate $400 a month in
bills. If you donate $100 towards the pay off of the renovation fund debt, we will have a plaque
made with the name of your choice, in memory or honor of a person or family. All plaques will be
erected together, depending upon the number, somewhere inside or outside of the church build
ing.

Thanks to all who have contributed so far!

If you have any questions please contact the church office at 402-476-3888 or
office@friedens.org, or e-mail Gary Hardt at ghardt7@yahoo.com.

Sharing worship space... Nebraska through Song and Story...

We're excited to announce that a Karin presented at United Lutheran Church 5945

Fremont Street on August 24th, 6:00 pm Meal ,
7:00 pm Presentation. Dan Holtz a retired English

Anglican Congregation has began renting
space for their small congregations worship.

Their service will be from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm professor at Peru State College will tell stories of

on Sunday afternoons. We are glad to be able people who came to, and through, early Nebraska.

to share our beautiful sanctuary with a small Please call Maxine Pfrimmer by August 13th to

. I
band of Christ followers. Questions: indicate you are coming. A free will offering will

See Peggy or Pastor Kate be collected to remodel United's kitchen.

Coffee and snacks... ???

Will be available in the entryway before and after church

throughout the month of August.

When we give freely.....

We are able to be a part of God’s Kingdom work at Friedens, in Lincoln and around the world.

We serve an incredibly generous God and count it a privilege to give back to God what He has been

generously given to us. Year To Date Report: June 30th,2017
Receipts $ 43,601.88 Disbursements $ 65,902.71



mailto:office@friedens.org
mailto:ghardt7@yahoo.com

